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digital South Yorkshire 

 

On Thursday 2nd February at the Bar Matrix, we had an excellent presentation from Ian Chowcat, Project 
Director of the South Yorkshire e-Learning Programme, along with his colleague Nick Jeans, their Content 
Team Leader. In spite of the fact that SYeLP has been awarded further funding and Ian’s expressed interest 
in exploring how SYeLP can work more closely with local companies, we were somewhat surprised at the 
low attendance. Your feedback on why people chose not to attend this event would be valuable. 

On the news front, the new CEO of IMS has been appointed, as has the new secretariat for the ISO/IEC 
JTC1 SC36 committee. And, despite the rumour and speculation mill, the Blackboard/WebCT merger has 
been approved to go ahead. 

Even better news is that the e-Learning sector seems to be bouncing back, judging by the record number of 
ITTs we have identified for you. I am also hearing from Japanese colleagues of a ‘collaboration’ they are 
hoping to set up with Sheffield and their eagerness to visit our city. I’ll be in Tokyo again from 4th to 12th 
March, so watch this space. 

 

 

 

 

If you have comments on other topics you’d like to see covered here, or perhaps items that you would like 
to submit for inclusion, then please contact the editor, Kevin Riley at  

kriley@eloki.u-net.com 
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 Future Events 
 
Thursday  

February 2nd 2006 

5.30pm for 
6.00pm – 8pm 

Topic:  South Yorkshire e-Learning Programme 

Presenters:  Ian Chowcat   Nick Jeans 
  Project Director.   Content Team Leader   

Register:  http://www.digitalsy.org.uk/future-events.html 

Venue:   Bar Matrix 
4 Charter Square 
City Centre 
S1 4HS 

Tel:   0114 2755722 

Map:   http://ww.multimap.com/map/browse.cgi?pc=S14HS 

 

The South Yorkshire e-Learning Programme, operating as e-sy.info, is a £72m investment in e-learning by 
Objective 1, the four local authorities of South Yorkshire, the RDA and LSC, aimed at developing the 
digital skills of the current and future workforce and at harnessing e-learning across the curriculum.  Since 
its launch in 2002 it has engaged 150 educational organisations in e-learning, including all secondary 
schools in the sub-region, and nearly 400 SMEs. Over 25,000 people have undertaken e-learning through it, 
and over 10,000 have gained qualifications at Level 2 or above.  

 

From the outset, sustainability of this investment and embedding e-learning in the mainstream has been a 
key objective. Originally scheduled to run through to the end of 2006, many elements of the programme 
will now continue to be funded through to 2008, and plans are being put in place for longer-term 
sustainability. In this presentation the achievements of the project to date will be reviewed and future plans 
outlined, including the development of the sub-regional e-learning platform, the development of shared 
content, links to the vocational curriculum, and the prospect of a not-for-profit trading arm of the 
programme.  

 

Ian Chowcat became Project Director in June 2006, having previously worked in the development of e-
learning in the National College for School Leadership, Ufi/learndirect headquarters, and the Open 
University. Nick Jeans joined the programme from Sheffield College in September 2005, having been a 
basic skills tutor at the College as well as a NLN mentor for Becta. Nick is now Content Team Manager, 
leading a team of four learning technologists supporting teachers and tutors in the discovery and 
development of learning resources that can be shared across the sub-region. 
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Latest News 
 

IMS Names New Chief Executive Officer 

The IMS Global Learning Consortium (IMS/GLC) has appointed Rob Abel Chief Executive Officer. Abel 
is president of the Alliance for Higher Education Competitiveness and is a former senior executive of 
Collegis (now a unit of SunGard Higher Education Solutions) and Oracle Corporation. In addition, 
IMS/GLC has announced plans to launch new programs and memberships aimed at supporting the 
explosive growth of learning technology in both the education and corporate sectors. “The success of 
IMS/GLC in developing widely used foundational specifications and standards coupled with the astounding 
growth of the technology supported learning industry requires IMS/GLC to move forward to its next stage 
of growth,” said David Ernst, Chair of the IMS/GLC Board of Directors and the CIO and Assistant Vice 
Chancellor of the Cal State University System. “We were pleased to find in Rob Abel a proven innovator 
and leader in learning technology innovation and learning standards in both the corporate training and 
higher education markets.” 

IMS/GLC, a global consortium of over 50 learning product, training and education providers, and standards 
groups has developed 16 foundational specifications that have been widely adopted internationally, 
enabling interoperability among learning management systems, learner information systems, digital 
content, assessment tools, digital content repositories and learning portfolios. Currently IMS/GLC members 
are breaking exciting new ground to enable greater access to high quality digital learning materials. “The 
IMS/GLC common cartridge and tools interoperability efforts are removing critical barriers to market 
growth,” comments Ray Henderson, Chief Products Officer of Angel Learning and IMS/GLC 

Board Member. IMS/GLC plans to offer new memberships and programs that will disseminate best 
practices in implementing learning standards, helping education and training providers to achieve greater 
value from learning technology. These new collaborative programs will focus on researching and sharing 
best practices in the adoption of learning technology and learning standards. Focus areas will include open 
source learning applications, use of rich media for learning, and globalization of higher education, among 
others. “Through the consortium IMS/GLC has an unparalleled global network of knowledge in achieving 
best practices in learning technology,” said Abel. “Learning has always been the unique focus of IMS/GLC 
and with the widespread deployment of learning technology it is now time to focus on sharing of 
innovation to increase usage toward quality learning experiences.” 

“We have been extremely pleased with the success of IMS/GLC since we launched it from within 
EDUCAUSE eight years ago,” remarks Brian Hawkins, President of EDUCAUSE, the leading nonprofit 
organization promoting the intelligent use of information technology in higher education. “Standards of 
interoperability, along with best practices, and globalization are playing a greater and greater role in higher 
education. IMS/GLC is well-positioned to provide a unique collaborative forum to bring together the key 
stakeholders.”  

To initiate the new programs, IMS/GLC is inviting the public to attend the first Summit on Enterprise 
Learning Systems. It will be held in conjunction with IMS/GLC’s exclusive annual event for learning 
technology leaders, alt-i-lab, on 19-21 June, hosted by Indiana University. IMS/GLC has also announced 
an opportunity for current members to discuss the new programs at the next quarterly meeting for members 
in May. 

“As amazing as the progress has been in the first eight years of IMS/GLC, it is certain that the organization 
can play an even bigger role in helping training and education providers and learning product companies 
take even greater strides in the next eight,” said Abel. “As IMS/GLC continues its unique legacy of serving 
the full range of learning markets with its comprehensive set of foundational specifications and standards, 
we look forward to providing enabling programs to our global corporate and education partners.” 

Abel is replacing Ed Walker who is retiring after six years as CEO. 

http://www.imsglobal.org  
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IEEE LOM Update 

Ingo Dahn of the University of Koblenz has found some errors in the IEEE XML LOM Schema. Late in 
2005 IEEE published a standard XML binding for the Learning Objects Metadata Standard (see 
http://ieeeltsc.org/wg12LOM/1484.12.3 ). The documents published by IEEE include a set of non-
normative XML schemas. In order to overcome reported problems when using these schemas to validate 
instance documents with a number of tools, the Knowledge Media Institute Koblenz of the University 
Koblenz-Landau/Germany provides on its server patched versions of those schemas at the URL 

http://iwm.uni-koblenz.de/xsd/IEEE-LOM  

The patches are minor and are documented within the schemas. For further documentation please refer to 
the official IEEE documentation mentioned above. The schemas provided should not change the set of 
conformant instance documents. A side effect of these patches is that the strict, loose and custom variants 
have been separated. Just in case - any problem with these patches should be reported through 

http://iwm.uni-koblenz.de/bugzilla/enter_bug.cgi?product=IEEE-LOM  

Please use this URL only to report problems, notably any observed deviation from the normative part of the 
IEEE LOM XML binding or incompatibility with tools in general use. 

In order to adapt IEEE LOM to the needs of particular communities we recommend to develop an 
Application Profile of the "loose" schema following the IMS Application Profiling Guidelines which are 
available at http://www.imsglobal.org/ap  

The tools from the Telcert project (http://www.opengroup.org/telcert ) support this process for the patched 
LOM binding schema as for any other valid XML binding. Notably the SchemaProf profiling tool provided 
by our institute at http://iwm.uni-koblenz.de/schemaprof should be helpful in the profiling process. 

 
MERLOT — Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching 

MERLOT announces their upcoming International Conference on “Working With and Learning from the 
World’s Best.” This year’s annual meeting (MIC06) will be held in Ottawa, Canada, from August 8-11, 
and is cosponsored by the Cooperative Learning Object Exchange (CLOE) and the University of Ottawa. 

The MIC06 Conference Committee invites prospective participants to submit proposals describing new 
results in any of six conference tracks broadly devoted to faculty development in the design, creation, 
utilization and evaluation of online teaching and learning materials. Complete conference details, including 
further information about the six thematic tracks, can be found at the MIC06 website:  

http://conference.merlot.org or via e-mail inquiries to: merlotconference@merlot.org.  

Proposals will be due by March 13 via online submission. 

 

BLACKBOARD, WEBCT MERGER GIVEN CLEARANCE 

Blackboard Inc has been given clearance by the U.S. Department of Justice to complete the merger of 
Blackboard and WebCT, Inc. The United States Department of Justice has terminated its review of the 
proposed acquisition  under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act and with the completion of the review, Blackboard 
expects to close the transaction in March or April, subject to customary closing conditions.  

http://www.blackboard.com/company/press/release.aspx?id=812824  
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Announcement of New Secretariat for ISO/IEC JTC1 SC36 Information Technology for Learning, 
Education, and Training  

Effective from 1 February 2006, the Secretariat of SC 36 will officially transfer from the US National Body 
(ANSI) to the UK National Body (BSI). 

The Secretary for SC 36, and your new contact person is Mr David Hyde, Eur Ing, DIC. David is a 
Chartered Engineer with a number of years experience acting as Secretariat for international (CEN and 
ISO) standards development committees. David’s contact information is as follows: 
 
David Hyde, Eur Ing, DIC 
International Secretariat 
BSI Group Headquarters 
389 Chiswick High Road, London W4 4AL 
T: +44 (0)20 8996 7228 
F: +44 (0)20 8996 7799 
E: david.hyde@bsi-global.com 

http://www.bsi-global.com 

 

Selling to the Public Sector - The bidding process for Public Sector Procurement  

Barnsley Chamber of Commerce is pleased to host an event for South Yorkshire area aimed at businesses 
that wish to be considered for public sector sourcing of a wide range of materials and services.  

This half-day event will provide an opportunity to learn more about the bidding process, and the chance to 
discuss your specific requirements with procurement specialists from various public sector bodies who are 
being encouraged to follow this procurement route.  

This invaluable morning will revolve around introductory sessions and workshops from -  

• Local Education Authority, Sheffield  

• Procurement, Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council  

• e-business, Business Link South Yorkshire  

• NHS procurement  

• Supply Chain Management, South Yorkshire  

Cost per delegate is *£20.00 + VAT (£23.50), this includes an “early bird” bacon buttie, with coffee or tea, 
plus a CD covering the presentation content. We will also be providing a light lunch, during which you will 
have the opportunity for “one-to-one” networking, enabling you to strengthen your particular bid process 
abilities.  

When / where  

Thursday, 2nd March 2006, 8.30am – 2.30pm  
Brooklands Hotel Restaurant and Conference Centre 

Barnsley Road, Dodworth, Barnsley, S75 3JT 

To reserve your place, call the Events Team at Barnsley Chamber of Commerce, Business Innovation 
Centre, Wilthorpe, Barnsley, S75 1JL, 01226 217770 or email events@barnsleychamber.co.uk.  
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New FP6 research on technology-enhanced learning  

'Technology-enhanced learning' was one of the strategic objectives of IST Call 4 (December 2004 - March 
2005). Based on the Commission's IST Work Programme 2005-2006, the call invited for research that 
should explore interactions between the learning of the individual and that of the organisation, and 
contribute to new understandings of learning processes. In the same call, e-learning was addressed under 
'Strengthening the Integration of the ICT research effort in an Enlarged Europe'. 

All in all, some 150 applications for funding were submitted to these two parts of Call 4, of which 24 were 
retained for funding. The total EU support to this research amounts to a total of € 83.7 million. 

The projects can be clustered in four groups:  

Learning & knowledge  

This includes research on synergies between learning systems and knowledge management 
systems and on new approaches to workplace-based learning and competence building, where 
competencies are seen as the key bridge between the needs of the learner and those of the 
organisation. This approach goes beyond the delivery of workplace training to supporting lifelong 
learning. 

The research teams plan to test component infrastructures in various organisational settings, 
focusing on the interactions between learners and on capturing (tacit) knowledge in associative 
networks, or on the interactions with business processes and competency models. 

Learning & cognition  

The projects responding to this part of the call are characterised by the interdisciplinary nature of 
the research, which integrates pedagogy, cognitive science, neuroscience and computer science. 
They focus on supporting and understanding the learner as an individual and in the context of in 
different and complex social situations, and involve strategies such as role play, affective 
engagement, and improving the attention span. 

This research will result in tested pedagogical paradigms, conceptual models and innovative 
technology in different subject areas such as music, mathematics and languages. 

Collaborative learning  

Some projects combine elements of the two above mentioned research fields and explore new 
forms of collaboration amongst groups of learners or workers, specifically for ambitious complex 
problem solving. In this context, development of simulations and games play a major role. One 
Integrated Project will develop innovative solutions to improve learning in communities of 
practice. 

Technology-enhanced learning in the 'enlarged Europe'  

Additionally, the projects resulting from the call 'Strengthening the Integration of the ICT research 
effort in an Enlarged Europe' deploy a number of different technologies and delivery channels 
including mobile technologies, digital TV, games and integration in open-platform environments, 
both for universities and schools. This research work is likely to have a high potential for impact 
and replication in the enlarged Europe. The consortia show strong participation from the new EU 
Member States and candidate countries. 

More information about the individual projects is available from the 'Projects' section of the TeLearn 
website:  

http://www.cordis.lu/ist/telearn/projects_fp6.htm  
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ADL Releases SCORM 2004 3rd Edition Public Draft for Comment  

SCORM 2004 3rd Edition Public Draft is available for comment starting February 16, 2006 and ending 
May 1, 2006. The ADL Initiative announces the release of the SCORM 2004 3rd Edition Public Draft – 
Request for Comment. The SCORM 2004 3rd Edition Public Draft contains several changes that were 
influenced by various factors and events. These changes continue to make SCORM 2004 more stable and 
robust. The purpose of this Public Draft is to allow:  

• Organizations to review and comment on the changes made since the SCORM 2004 2nd Edition  

• Organizations to begin to measure the impact on their current systems, plan for changes and begin 
to make updates  

• ADL to gather review comments and feedback on the draft version prior to the final release. 

The Public Draft will be available for a review period ending May 1, 2006, wherein all comments and 
feedback should be sent to the ADL Technical Team. Comments on the Public Draft and supporting 
artifacts should be submitted through:  

http://www.adlnet.org/news/articles/351.cfm  
 

IMS Question & Test Interoperability Specification 

The IMS Question & Test Interoperability (QTI) specification describes a data model for the representation 
of question (assessmentItem) and test (assessmentTest) data and their corresponding results reports. 
Therefore, the specification enables the exchange of this item, test and results data between authoring tools, 
item banks, test constructional tools, learning systems and assessment delivery systems. The data model is 
described abstractly, using [UML] to facilitate binding to a wide range of data-modelling tools and 
programming languages, however, for interchange between systems a binding is provided to the industry 
standard eXtensible Markup Language [XML] and use of this binding is strongly recommended. The IMS 
QTI specification has been designed to support both interoperability and innovation through the provision 
of well-defined extension points. These extension points can be used to wrap specialized or proprietary data 
in ways that allows it to be used alongside items that can be represented directly.  

This QTI 2.1 release completes the update from 1.x to 2.x by replacing those remaining parts of the QTI 
specification.  

This v2.1 Public Draft specification is a draft and liable to change before the completion of the Final 
specification. This draft addresses many of the issues raised with the v2.0 specification, resolution of other 
remaining issues will be included in the Final release. Your comments or questions are welcome at:  

http://www.imsglobal.org/developers/ims/imsforum/categories.cfm?catid=23  

 

eTEN 2006 Work programme was adopted on 3 February and can now be found on the eTEN 
website  

The FP6UK NCP are organising an information day in connection with the forthcoming (and final) call for 
the Commission's eTEN programme, which will be published on or around 17th February with a closing 
date of 19th May. This event will provide an important opportunity to gain a better understanding of the 
call and to improve your chances of success. 

The event will take place on the morning of Tuesday 28th February (10am to 1230pm) at The DTI 
Conference Centre, 1 Victoria Street, London. Speakers will include Mr Dave Broster, Head of the eTEN 
Unit from The European Commission. 

The full agenda and further information will be posted on the FP6UK website shortly. To register for the 
event, please download the form 

http://fp6uk.ost.gov.uk/documents/ist/registration form_eten_28feb06.doc  
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LIFE Fest, June 13 - 14, 2006 - Paris, France  

The first eLearning LIFE Fest in France is organised in Paris on June 13 and 14 2006 by the partnership of 
the European project LIFE (Learning Interoperability Framework for Europe) with the active support of the 
European project TELCERT team, the PROLEARN European network of excellence metadata team, the 
EIfEL Institute team and the participation of ADL Co-laboratory.  
The objective of this event is to present the state of the art of eLearning technologies, demonstrate and 
explore interoperability between eLearing solutions (LMS, authoring tools, content packaging) or/and other 
information systems.  

The eLearning LIFE Fest will include: 

1. A mailing list for developers in charge for interoperability aspects in eLearning projects hosted by 
EUN, LIFE project leader.  

2. Demonstration of interoperability and cooperation between different eLearning LMS and 
information systems. 

3. Demonstration of technologies useful for future eLearning development.  

4. Conformance testing (if possible) for each interoperability scenarios. 

Free subscription, just send a mail to: 
Michel Arnaud 
Michel.arnaud@u-paris10.fr 

 

£100 million for advanced computerised training systems to equip new facilities in Devonport Naval 
Base and the shore base HMS Collingwood near Portsmouth  

MoD invests in computerised training systems for Royal Navy Defence Procurement Minister Lord 
Drayson has announced that the UK MoD is investing in advanced computerised training systems to help 
the Royal Navy maximise the combat effectiveness of existing major surface warships - and future Type 45 
destroyers.  

A £100 million contract has been placed with BAE Systems Insyte to equip new facilities in Devonport 
Naval Base and the shore base HMS Collingwood near Portsmouth in time to be ready to train Type 45 
crew later this decade. 

http://www.trainingfoundation.com/news/default.asp?PageID=2593  
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Calls for Proposals  
 

University of Glasgow ITT - course management system / virtual learning environment software - 
Open Procedure 

Deadline for submissions: 20 March 2006 

Further information:  http://www.gla.ac.uk/services/purchasing/index.html  

Attn: Julia Kerr,   
University of Glasgow,  
Purchasing Office, 
Level 4, Gilbert Scott Building,  
University Avenue, 
Glasgow 
G12 8QQ.  

Tel. 0141 330 6889.  

E-mail: Julia.Kerr@admin.gla.ac.uk  

Fax. 0141 330 4614. 

 

City of Edinburgh Council - Provision of Management and Leadership Development, Prior 
Information Notice 

Deadline for submissions: N/K 

Attn: Matthew McCafferty, 
City of Edinburgh Council, 
City Chambers,  
High Street, Central Purchasing Unit,  
UK-Edinburgh  
EH1 1YJ.  

Tel. 0131 469 3812.  

E-mail: matthew.mccafferty@edinburgh.gov.uk.  

Fax. 0131 469 3860.  

The provision of an on-line learning management system services to include:  

Authoring and delivery systems for 5 types of learning product that can be used singly or in 
combination.  

Short eCourses.  

Learning Track methodology to blend and extend learning.  

Tutorial Programmes.  

Compliance Programmes.  

SCORM Courses (delivery only).  

An intuitive and historic performance management system.  

A generic course library.  

Integrated learning system.  
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London Borough of Islington ITT - e-learning tools, courseware and services - Open Procedure 

Deadline for submissions:  06 March 2006 

Further information:  http://ww.islington.gov.uk  

Attn: John Gribbin,  
London Borough of Islington, 
Contracts Administration Unit,  
Town Hall,  
Upper Street,  
London  
N1 2UD.  

Tel. 020 7527 3139.  

E-mail: john.gribbin@islington.gov.uk 

Fax. 020 7527 3013. 

It is intended that all e-learning tools, courseware and services required by the Council should be covered 
by this framework and potentially our partner organisations.This will include but is not limited to the 
following:  

• Authoring tools.  

• Content design and development services.  

• E-Learning courseware with content specific to Local Authority users, such as social care, 
planning, council tax, benfits etc.  

• E-Learning courseware with generic and corporate service content, such as Human Resources,  

• Equalities, Health and Safety, Budgeting, Customer Services, Procurement, Project 
Management,etc. 

• E-Learning courseware with content designed for personal knowledge and skills development 
such as presentations, use of IT, interpersonal skills, report writing,etc. 

• E-Learning courseware with content designed for systems simulations and training in using 
specific systems. 

• E-Learning courseware for leadership and management development. 

• Hosted Learning services. 

• Software; 

• Computer software; 

• Applications software; 

• Project management software; 

• Software products; 

• Educational software; 

• Software packages; 

• IT software; 

• Software supply services. 
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JISC Circular 1/06: Design for Learning Programme 

Deadline for submission:  1.00 pm on Friday 24 February 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_01_06 

Building on work already carried out by the Joint Information Systems committee (JISC) and others in the 
area of e-Learning, JISC is now keen to develop further the community’s understanding of the principles 
that inform the design of effective learning activities which involve the use of technology. The new Design 
for Learning programme of work will use the outputs from previous activities and will be informed by what 
is know about effective pedagogic practice.   

JISC invites proposals for up to six projects implementing and evaluating tools and systems that support 
design for learning in a range of contexts; a project to develop a range of models of practice; a project to 
develop a prototype online planning tool to guide practitioners in designing effective and pedagogically 
sound learning activities; and a project to provide pedagogic and technical support to the other projects 
within this programme.   

Funding of up to £480,000 is available to support the four different areas. Projects are expected to last 
between 8 and 24 months and should start no later than 1 May 2006. 

 

 

JISC ITT: To investigate the methods by which UK higher and further education institutions sustain 
their ICT infrastructure  

Deadline for submission:  1.00 pm on Monday 27 February 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_ictsustain 

Funds of up to £50,000 are available for a six month project to produce a report on the main strategies and 
practices currently in use in a sample of UK higher and further education institutions, together with a 
critical analysis of their effectiveness. 

 

 

JISC ITT: To investigate the extent of information systems integration within UK higher and further 
education institutions  

Deadline for submission:  1.00 pm on Monday 27 February 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_ictintegration 

Funds of up to £90,000 are available for a six month project to produce:  

• a survey of the extent of systems integration within UK higher and further education institutions 
(£45,000) 

• a critical analysis of the risks and benefits of integration in practice (£45,000)  

JISC welcomes bids which treat this as a single contract worth up to £90,000 in total.    
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JISC ITT: To study the impact of restricted access to ICT based communications upon staff within 
UK higher and further education institutions 

Deadline for submission:  1.00 pm on Monday 27 February 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_accesstoict 

Funds of up to £50,000 are available for a six month project to produce a report which assesses the extent 
of restricted access to ICT systems and its impact on the effectiveness and efficiency of staff within UK 
higher and further education institutions and upon the institutions themselves; and which identifies current 
good practice. 

 

 

JISC ITT: Formative Evaluation of the Design for Learning Programme 

Deadline for submission:  1.00 pm on Friday 24 February 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_deslearn 

This Invitation to Tender invites proposals for an individual or team to review the work of the Design for 
Learning Programme and synthesise the lessons learned. 

It is estimated that this work will require 80-100 days work between May 2006 - July 2008. Further 
information can be found from the JISC Circular 1/06: Design for Learning (together with briefing note) at 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_01_06. 

 

 

JISC ITT: JISC Information Environment Portal activity - supporting the needs of e-Research  

Deadline for submission:  1.00 pm on on Friday 3rd March 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_portaleresearch 

The JISC wishes to commission a study to investigate and make recommendations on how JISC Portal 
activity could be enhanced to support the needs of e-Research. The focus for this area of work is resource 
discovery. 

The aims and objectives of the study are:  

o To scope the requirements of e-research within the area of resource discovery with 
reference to ‘portal’ type services and tools.  

o To identify gaps and duplication within the current provision (with reference to JISC 
portal and other relevant activity) therefore to identify potential areas for new work and 
possibly synergies that could offer a more holistic approach than currently available.  

o To highlight issues and challenges that will need addressed in terms of serving e-
Research requirements and in terms of enhancing portal activity for the IE more 
generally.  

o To make recommendations for portal related activity that could be taken forward by 
JISC.  

Funding of up to £30,000 (Inclusive of VAT and related travel and subsistence) is available for the study. 

The expected start date for the project is 20th March 2006. The project is expected to last up to four 
months.  
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JISC ITT: Metadata Generation for Resource Discovery  

Deadline for submission:  1.00 pm on on Friday 3rd March 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_metageneration 

The JISC wishes to commission a study to outline the issues surrounding metadata creation and to look at 
other possible strategies, tools and mechanisms for automatic metadata generation and exposure. 

The aims and objectives of the study are:  

• To assess how realistic metadata creation is in terms of the evolving information environment.  

• To identify automatic metadata generation/extraction tools and what the potential uses are for 
these within the context of resource discovery for learning and research within the post-
sixteen education sector.  

• To highlight issues and challenges surrounding the use of these technologies and metadata 
generation.  

• To make recommendations for potential work within the JISC Information Environment in 
order to help address the associated issues.  

Funding of up to £40,000 (Inclusive of VAT and related travel and subsistence) is available for the study. 

The expected start date for the project is the 20th March 2006. This study should take place over a 
maximum period of five months.  

 

 

Norway, Central Government ITT: Test Administration System – Negotiated Procedure  

Deadline for submission:  20 March 2006 

Further Information:  http://www.utdanningsdirektoratet.no  
 
Attn: Alf Hamar, 
Utdanningsdirektoratet,  
Postboks 2924 Tøyen,  
Kolstadgata 1, N-0608  
Oslo.  
Tel. 23301417 / 93220667.  
E-mail: alf.hamar@utdanningsdirektoratet.no.  
Fax. 23301299. 
 
Specifications and additional documents (including documents for competitive dialogue and a dynamic 
purchasing system) can be obtained at: As in above-mentioned contact point(s). 
Tenders or requests to participate must be sent to: As in above-mentioned contact point(s). 
 
The test administration system shall be used in connection with the administration of all types of central 
produced tests and exams. This involves, among other factors, exams for sixth forms of comprehensive 
schools, final examinations for primary schools, national tests, diagnostic tests and education supporting 
tests. 
The system will be used by the Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training, County Governors, 
school owners and schools. It is estimated that approx. 20 000 users divided between approx. 4 000 user 
locations will utilize the system in the course of a year. The system is expected to be completed and ready 
for initialization spring 2007. 
Beside the actual development project, the delivery will also include maintenance agreement, further 
development, user support, training of resource persons and installation. The agreement may also include  
technical operation (option). 
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Conferences, Exhibitions & Workshops 
 

2006 
 

5th Annual WebCT European User Conference 

February 27 - March 1, 2006 - Edinburgh, Scotland  

http://www.webct.com/europe2006 

 

Blackboard World 2006 

February 28 - March 2, 2006 - San Diego, CA, USA 

http://www.blackboard.com/company/events/bbworld  

 

UCISA 2006 Annual Management Conference  

March 8-10, 2006 - The Winter Gardens, Blackpool, UK  

http://www.ucisa.ac.uk/events/2006/conference  

 

EDUCAUSE MidWest – Leadership, Strategy & Collaboration 

March 13-15, 2006 – Chicago, Illinios, USA 

http://www.educause.edu/mwrc06  

 

JISC Conference 2006 

March 14, 2006 - International Convention Centre, Birmingham 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/conference2006   

 
LMS 2006 

April 6-7, 2006 - Las Vegas, Nevada, USA 

http://www.lms2006.com 

 
AERA 2006 - American Education Research Associations 

April 7-11, 2006 – San Francisco, US 

http://www.aera.net/annualmeeting/?id=956  

 

eLearning Guild Annual Gathering 2006 

April 18-21, 2006 – Boston, MA, USA 

http://www.elearningguild.com/pbuild/linkbuilder.cfm?selection=doc.1051&templateid=1  
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IMCL 2006 - Interactive Mobile and Computer Aided Learning 

April 19-21, 2006 – Amman, Jordan 

http://www.imcl-conference.org  

  
The British Learning Association Conference 2006 

April 26th, 2006 - 76 Portland Place at the Inst. of Physics, London 
www.british-learning.com 
 

Blackboard European Users Conference   

May 10 - 11, 2006 – Edinburgh, UK  
 
ITEC 2006 – Defence, Training & Simulation 

May 16-18, 2006 – ExCel, London, UK  

http://www.itec.co.uk 

 

Online Educa Madrid 2006 

May 17-19, 2006 – Madrid, Spain 

http://www.online-educa-madrid.com/english/call.php  

  

WWW2006 Conference 

May 22-26, 2006 – Edinburgh International Conference Centre, Edinburgh, UK 

http://www2006,org   

 

e-Learning Africa - 1st International Conference on ICT for Development, Education and Training 

May 24-26, 2006 - UNCC, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

http://www.elearning-africa.com  

 

5th Sakai Conference 

May 30 – June 2, 2006 – Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 

http://www.sakaiproject.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=319&Itemid=527  

 

IEEE International Workshop on Context Aware Ubiquitous Learning (CAUL2006) 

June 5, 2006 - Taichung, Taiwan 

http://CAUL2006.ncu.edu.tw  
 



d-SY e-Learning SIG Newsletter  Issue No: 10, February 2006 

d-SY e-Learning SIG 16 © eLoki Ltd 2006 

ANGEL User Conference 2006 - Unbridled Learning 

June 6 - 7, 2006 - Louisville, Kentucky, USA 

http://www.angellearning.com/press-releases/angel-user-conference/default.html  

 

European Distance Education Network – EDEN 2006 

June 14-17, 2006 – Vienna University of Technology, Austria  

http://www.eden-online.org/eden.php?menuId=7&contentId=427  

 

alt-i-lab 2006 

June 19-22, 2006 – Indianapolis, USA 

http://www.imsglobal.org  

 

ED Media 2006 – World conference on educational multimedia, hypermedia, and 
telecommunications 

June 26-30, 2006 – Orlando, Florida, USA 
http://www.aace.org/conf/edmedia  

 

ICALT 2006 - The 6th IEEE International Conference on Advanced Learning Technologies 

July 5-7, 2006 – Kerkrade, Netherlands 

http://www.ask.iti.gr/icalt/2006 

 

NECC 2006 –National Educational Computing Conference  

July 5-7, 2006 – San Diego, CA, USA 

http://web.uoregon.edu/ISTE/NECC2006  

 

Sixth JISC/CNI Meeting 

July 6-7, 2006 - Moat House Hotel, York, UK 

http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/events/jisc-cni-2006  

 

ICICTE 2006 International Conference on Information Communication Technologies in Education 

July 6-8, 2006 – Rhodes, Greece 

http://www.icicte.com/isite/general/aims.asp  

 

WebCT Impact 2006 – 8th Annual WebCT User Conference 

July 10–14, 2006 – Chicago, IL, USA 

http://www.webct.com/2006  
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ICET 2006 - The IASTED International Conference on EDUCATION AND TECHNOLOGY  

July 17-19, 2006 - Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

http://iasted.org/conferences/2006/Calgary/icet.htm?ks  

 

Blackboard Developer Conference 2006  

July 25 – 26, 2006 - Washington D.C., USA  
 

22nd Annual Conference on Distance Teaching and Learning 

August 2-4, 2006 – Wisconsin, WI, USA 

http://www.uwex.edu/disted/conference  

 

2006 MERLOT International Conference (MIC06) 

August 8–11, 2006 - Westin Ottawa and Ottawa Congress Centre, Canada 

http://conference.merlot.org/2006/callforproposals.html 

 

Association for Learning Technology Conference – ALT-C 2006 

September 5-7, 2006 – Edinburgh, Scotland  

http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2006 

 

The Fifth International Internet Education Conference - ICT-Learn 2006 

September 11-13, 2006 – Cairo, Egypt 

http://www.distant-learning.net/index.shtml 

 

First European Conference on Technology Enhanced Learning - Innovative Approaches for  

TechLearn 2006 

September 10-13, 2006 – Las Vegas, USA 

http://show.techlearn.com/techlearn 

 

7th Annual WebCT Asia Pacific User Conference 

September 17-19, 2006 - Melbourne, Australia 

www.webct.com/asiapacific06  
 

Learning and Knowledge Sharing 

October 1-4, 2006 - Crete, Greece  

http://www.ectel06.org  
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CATE 2006 - Ninth IASTED International Conference on Computers and Advanced Technology in 
Education  

October 4-6, 2006 - Lima, Peru 

http://www.iasted.org/conferences/2006/peru/cate.asp  

 

Educause 2006 

October 9-12, 2006 – Dallas, Texas, USA 

http://www.educause.edu 

 

The fifth international mobile learning conference - mLearn 2006  

October 20-26, 2006 – Banff, Alberta, Canada 

http://www.mlearn.org.za 

 

E-Learn 2006 - World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, Healthcare, & Higher 
Education 

October 13-17, 2006 – Waikiki, Honolulu, Hawaii 

http://www.aace.org/conf/eLearn/default.htm 

 

Learning 2006 – Elliott Masie Presents 

November 5-8, 2006 – Orlando, Florida 

http://www.learning2006.com  

 

World of Learning Conference & Exhibition 2006 

November 2006  UK 

http://www.wolce.com/exhibitions.lasso#Anchor-49575  

 

World Summit on the Information Society 2006 

November 2006  

http://www.itu.int/wsis  

 

Online Educa Berlin 2006 

November 29 – December 1, 2006 – Berlin, Germany 

http://www.online-educa.com  

 

7th EMINENT Conference – European SchoolNet 

December 2006  

http://eminent.eun.org 
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BETT 2006 

January 2007 – Olympia, London, UK 

http://www.bettshow.com 

 

SCORM 2007 - The 2007 International Conference on SCORM 

January 2007  

 

WBE 2007 - The Sixth IASTED International Conference on Web-Based Education 

January 2007 

http://www.iasted.org/conferences/2007  

 

Learning Technologies 2007 

January 2007 – Olympia, London, UK 

http://www.learningtechnologies.co.uk  

 

LearnTEC 2007 

February 2007 – Karlsruhe, Germany 

http://www.learntec.de 

 

EDUCAUSE SouthWest 

February 2007 – Austin, Texas 

http://www.educause.edu/swrc07  

 

 


