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First moves towards integration of standards in lifelong learning sector  

Moves to integrate the lifelong learning sector around a new framework of occupational standards and 
qualifications have been welcomed by those attending a series of workshops organised by Lifelong 
Learning UK. However serious questions remain about the extent of enthusiasm amongst employers in 
Higher Education and the world of commercial training and education.  

http://www.lluk.org  

 

IMS Tools Interoperability Framework 

The brochure distributed at alt-i-lab 2005, describing the Tools Interoperability Demonstrator has been 
made available for download from\the IMS public website. The Tools Interoperability Guidelines is 
expected to be released as a public draft Q3 2005. 

http://www.imsglobal.org/TI_bro_WEBrgb.pdf  

The press release referring to the Tools Interoperability Demonstrator is available from: 

http://www.imsglobal.org/pressreleases/pr050627.cfm  

A powerpoint report on alt-i-lab 2005 is available from: 

http://www.digitalsy.org.uk/html/SIGs/elearning/docs/alt-i-lab%20report.ppt   

 

Accenture Funds Kenya e-Learning for Nurses 

Accenture announced a US$2.9 million donation to the African Medical and Research Foundation 
(AMREF) to implement an innovative electronic training program to increase the number of qualified 
nurses in Kenya. The donation comprises a cash gift of US$1.7 million by the Accenture Foundation and 
US$1.2 million of in-kind consulting and related services leveraging Accenture's electronic learning 
capabilities. 

http://www.accenture.com/xd/xd.asp?it=enweb&xd=_dyn/dynamicpressrelease_843.xml  

 

e-Passage to India 

The University of California (UC) and four other U.S. universities will join with Indian institutions led by 
AMRITA University to enhance science and engineering education in India over a new satellite e-learning 
network. Funding for U.S. participation in the program will come from QUALCOMM Incorporated, 
Microsoft Corporation and Cadence Design Systems, Inc. 
http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/index.jsp?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=2005072000
5675&newsLang=en  

 

Intel Looks to Wire Asian Universities 

Intel Corporation is looking at wiring up to 300 universities in the Asia Pacific under its Mobile Initiative 
for Learning in Education (MILE) programmed by end of next year, its director for Southeast Asia, Peter 
Chong says. "We want to transform the traditional boundary-limited university campuses into roaming, all 
access research libraries, allowing students and lecturers a more flexible learning and teaching 
environment," he said. 

http://www.bernama.com.my/bernama/state_news/news.php?id=140075&cat=nt  
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JISC Announce Details of the International Collaboration through e-Framework 

The e-Framework for Education and Research is a visionary new initiative that brings together and builds 
on the successes of a number of JISC development programmes – including the JISC Information 
Environment activity (IE), e-Learning Framework (ELF) and the Virtual Research Environment 
Programme. 

The goal of the e-Framework initiative is to develop a service-orientated approach to the development and 
integration of computer systems in the sphere of teaching, learning, research and administration. 

In addition the e-Framework programme will support the vision outlined in the DfES e-strategy towards ‘a 
common digital infrastructure to support transformation and reform’. 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=e_framework_news_120705  

 

Learning By Royal Mail 

Britain's Royal Mail has extended an e-learning initiative designed to improve the computer literacy of its 
workers.by issuing a further 6,000 home PCs to staff. Some 28,000 employees and their families benefit 
from the Learning for All plan, which allows them to rent an internet-ready PC for £4.40 per week.  
Futuremedia is supplying the PCs, which provide access to online learning courses. 

http://www.vnunet.com/computing/news/2138037/royal-mail-gives-elearning-pcs-employees  

 

Sharing Knowledge, Widening Access 

The Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC) has announced a new £4m programme that will continue 
it's work to encourage the growth of repositories in universities and colleges across the UK.  

A repository is a digital store of principally research outputs and journal articles, but also potentially a 
wealth of other information, created by teachers, academics and researchers and made openly available to 
all who wish to access them. Their great advantage is that they enable the free sharing of information, 
encouraging collaboration and the widespread communication of UK education and research activity.  

In its 2004 report Scientific Publications: Free for All? the House of Commons Select Committee on 
Science and Technology hailed the creation of institutional repositories as a means of making research 
articles more freely available. Furthermore, it specifically praised JISC's work in exploring new models for 
accessing and sharing such resources. Building on these and other recent developments, the twenty-three 
projects within the Digital Repositories programme will explore the many cultural, technical and 
management aspects of creating and managing institutional and other repositories. 

Although the development of repositories has up to now focussed largely on making accessible the outputs 
of the research community, this new programme will develop the concept still further by encouraging the 
growth of repositories for learning materials, data and much else. Repositories have the potential to help 
institutions to manage their assets more effectively and to encourage the development of collaborative 
communities across UK education and research. The UK leads the world in recognising the potential of 
repositories and this JISC programme will ensure that the UK remains at the forefront of international 
developments in this area. 

Dr Reg Carr, Chair of JISC's Integrated Information Environment (JIIE) committee, and Director of the 
Bodleian Library at the University of Oxford, one of the institutions awarded funds under the programme, 
said: "Repositories offer immense potential to bring about real and positive changes in the way that 
academics, researchers and others collaborate and make available their resources. This is a time of change 
for scholarly communications worldwide and this programme is therefore an important and timely 
development." 
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Helen Hayes, Vice-Principal of Knowledge Management at the University of Edinburgh, JIIE member and 
chair of the programme's Advisory Group said: "There are a number of benefits that repositories can bring: 
making openly available a range of resources; creating a focus for subject and other communities; 
improving workflow and administrative processes, and many more. This programme will highlight these 
and other benefits to colleges and universities and bring immense benefits to UK education and research." 

Dr. Leo Waaijers, Platform Manager ICT and Research, at SURF, said: "We acclaim JISC's initiative to 
encourage the growth of repositories in universities and colleges across the UK. This even more so, given 
the collaboration between JISC and SURF in the development of services that open up access to the results 
of scientific research." 

For further information, please go to:  

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=programme_digital_repositories  

or contact Philip Pothen on 07887 564 006 or p.pothen@jisc.ac.uk    

 

Bersin Releases High Impact Report 

Bersin & Associates announced the availability of its newest report, "The High-Impact Learning 
Organization: What Works in the Management, Operations, and Governance of Corporate Training." 
Targeted to CLOs and other training executives, COOs, and HR management, the 160-page report offers a 
comprehensive look at 12 factors that significantly impact the efficiency and effectiveness of a learning 
organization.  Among these success factors are centralization, use of shared services, CLO-level authority, 
and in-house consultants.  The study, which is based on interviews with learning executives and detailed 
surveys from 350 global companies, was sponsored by Peoplesoft, Wells Fargo, Plateau, and Saba. 
http://www.bersin.com/research/high_impact.asp  

 

Cops 

Thames Valley Police are to expand their e-Learning Team. e-Learning is an integral part of The Thames 
Valley Police Learning and Development Strategy. The force is now seeking to employ an e-Learning 
Facilitator to work with trainers, managers and students, managing the e-Learning content and technology 
to make this happen. 

http://www.trainingfoundation.com/news/default.asp?PageID=2276  

 

… and Robbers 

Prisoners should have Internet access to support their education and employment prospects, a new report 
claims. The Forum on Prisoner Education charity, claims that access is essential to prepare inmates for life 
after release. 

http://www.trainingfoundation.com/research/default.asp?PageID=2272  

 

NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement launched  

The new NHS Institute, which was launched on 1st July 2005, aims to lead the way in encouraging 
modernisation, innovation and learning in the NHS. 

http://www.institute.nhs.uk  
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Take-up of wireless LANs set to double in Education  

Independent market analyst Datamonitor (DTM.L) has highlighted how educational institutions can 
introduce a number of specific process improvements typically relating to increases in class efficiency and 
student productivity via the deployment of WLANS. 

http://www.datamonitor.com/~c4bbc90f16ba4056bf5fd32bb600af43~/   
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Calls for Proposals  
 

CEN/ISSS Workshop on ICT-Skills – Additional Call for Project Team Experts 

Submission Deadline: Close of business, Monday 15 August 2005  

Further Details: http://www.cenorm.be/cenorm/businessdomains/businessdomains/ 
isss/2ndcallforexpertseskills1.doc  

Following a call for experts during January 2005, a Project Team was selected in relation to the Grant 
Agreement SA/CEN/ENTR/000/2004-26 "Towards a European ICT Skills and Qualification Framework" 
between the European Commission and CEN. This Project Team was consisting of Anneke Hacquebard, 
Peter Revill and Yosh Beier. 

Anneke Hacquebard and Peter Revill have informed us that they are not in a position to continue their 
assignment as Project Team expert. As a result, there is a need for some additional expertise in the Project 
Team, to ensure that the target delivery date of October 2005 can still be met. The deliverable expected by 
October 2005 is a CEN Workshop Agreement containing the following:  

a) an inventory of existing Frameworks of ICT Skills profiles and levels 

b) a description and an analysis of the various options for an ICT-Skills Meta-Framework 

c) a list of recommendations, realistic estimates and a set of priorities for the next phase (which would 
cover inter alia the development and formal approval of the European ICT Skills Meta-Framework as a 
CEN Workshop Agreement). 

 

 

JISC ITT: Publisher Metadata and Interoperability Projects II 

Submission Deadline: 1300hrs GMT on Tuesday 6th September 2005 

Further Details:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_publisherprojectsii   

This document invites proposals to undertake projects that help to further develop interoperability between 
publishers and aggregators and the JISC Information Environment (IE). The aim of these projects is to 
highlight and explore the issues surrounding the development of interoperable, metadata-based services 
offered by publishers based on their electronic publications. The projects are expected to be of a three to ten 
months timescale and to start no later than October 2005. 

The Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC), working closely with the Publishers and 
Library/Learning Solutions (PALS) Metadata and Interoperability Group, intends to build on the success of 
an earlier series of projects by funding a second series: PALS II Metadata and Interoperability projects. 
Details of the proposed project work and background information is set out below.  

Proposals are invited from publishers (including aggregators) and from partnerships between publishers 
and Further and Higher Education institutions. In particular it is expected that suitable FE and HE partners 
will include JISC production services and development projects. 

Total funding of up to £100,000 is available for this initiative. It is anticipated that a number of proposals 
with budgets of £10,000 - £15,000 will be funded. 
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JISC ITT: Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and Rights Management  

Submission Deadline: 13:00hrs GMT Friday 9th September 2005 

Further Details:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_iprconsultancy   

This invitation to tender invites proposals to develop and lead on a plan of work that supports JISC and its 
development programmes in the area of IPR and rights management. Activities will also help to resolve and 
clarify related issues for the further and higher education community in their use and implementation of 
information communications technology (ICT). 

The work should commence on Monday 3rd October 2005 for an envisaged two year period, subject to a 
mid-term review. 

 

 

European Commission – 6th Framework Programme 

5th Call for Proposals  

Submission Deadline: 21 September 2005  

Further Details:  http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6   

 

 

JISC ITT: Evaluation of the Distributed e-Learning Regional Pilots and HE Academy Subject 
Centre Pilots 

Submission Deadline: 13:00 hours on Thursday 22 September 2005 

Further Details:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_regpiloteval 

JISC invites proposals from an individual or team to review the work of the distributed e-learning regional 
pilots and Higher Education Subject Centre projects and to synthesise the lessons learned.  The purpose of 
the study is to aid JISC in planning future funding calls and dissemination of programme outcomes. 

Work is expected to commence on 24 October 2005.   

 

 

Future Framework Proposal 

On 6 April 2005 the European Commission announced its proposals for the Seventh Framework 
Programme (FP7) for EU research, accompanied by a Communication, 'Building the ERA of knowledge 
for growth' setting out the policy objectives. These documents can be downloaded from the Commission's 
web sites:  

http://www.cordis.lu/fp7/home.html and http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/future/index_en.cfm 

 

 

Competitiveness and Innovation framework Programme (CIP) 

The Commission has adopted a proposal for a new programme - The Competitiveness and Innovation 
Programme with a proposed 7 year budget of 4 B€. The proposal envisages a programme which will run 
from 2007 to 2013. The ICT Policy support Programme which is part of the CIP will incorporate activities 
such as those included in the existing eTEN and eContent(plus) programmes.  

http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/enterprise_policy/cip/index_en.htm 
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European Commission ITT: eEurope 2005 e-Learning Policy Indicators 

Registration Deadline: Friday 9th September 2005 

Submission Deadline: Monday 19th September 2005 

Further Details:  http://intra.infso.cec.eu.int    
European Commission,  
Directorate-General, Information Society and Media, Unit C1,  
for the attention of Ms Anna Olsson,  
avenue de Beaulieu 33, Office 2/78,  
B-1049 Bruxelles/Brussel,  
Tel. (32 2) 296 34 22,  
Fax (32 2) 296 17 80,  
e-mail: Anna.Olsson@cec.eu.int  

Document Ref;  1270086 

Official name and address of the contracting authority:  

European Commission,  
DG Information Society and Media,  
Dir C - Lisbon Strategy and Policies for the Information Society 
Unit C1 - Lisbon Strategy and eEurope (BU 33 2/5),  

Att: Mr Frans de Bruïne,  
B-1049 Brussels.  
Tel.: (32-2) 299 34 56.  
Fax: (32-2) 296 17 80.  
E-mail: Anne.Bucher@cec.eu.int   

The e-Europe 2005 action plan was launched at the Seville European Council in May 2002. It sets out 
detailed policy actions for both European Institutions and Member States to accelerate the development of 
the Information Society in Europe. To monitor these developments, the Commission in co-operation with 
the Council defined benchmarking indicators. (Council e-Europe Resolution (2003/C48/02) Available at: 

http://europa.eu.int/eeurope/benchmarking/index_en.htm 

The objective of this study is to obtain estimates for the indicator on e-learning 'number of pupils per 
computer with Internet connection (broadband/non-broadband)' and relate it to other possible indicators of 
educational use of ICT in compulsory education (e-learning in schools). The study will then look at how 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) are used in schools. There is a lack of information on  
the actual use of ICT for learning in schools and then for supporting political action in potential future 
programmes. It is necessary to clarify matters such as educational vision of heads of schools, the  
current impact of ICTs on teachers practice, support and training and on other factors for success in e-
learning.  

The study is a continuation of the earlier benchmarking exercise for e-Europe 2002. This involved two 
surveys. The survey reports are available from:  

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/eeurope/2002/benchmarking/list/2002/index_en.htm 

Firstly, of head teachers to obtain information on the schools and then of teachers to focus on their use of 
ICTs in the teaching process. The questionnaires used in the head teacher survey have been updated to 
provide a guide to tenderers for this study. The teacher survey will need to be developed in cooperation 
with DG Information Society and Media and DG Education and Culture.  
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Prior Information Notice: National Grid for Learning 

Further Details:  http://www.scotborders.gov.uk  

Scottish Borders Council,  
Att: Duncan Nisbet,  
Council Headquarters,  
Newtown St.  
Boswells,  
Melrose  
TD6 0SA.  

Tel.: 01835 824000.  
Fax: 01835 825001.  
E-mail: dnisbet@scotborders.gov.uk  

Document Ref:  1268450 

Authority Ref:  SBC/NGfl/AUG2005  

GO reference:   GO 05080137/01 

Official name and address of the contracting authority:  

Scottish Borders Council,  
Council Headquarters,  
Att: Jackie Foster,  
Newtown St  
Boswells,  
Melrose  
TD6 0SA.  

Tel.: 01835 824000.  
Fax: 01835 825001.  
E-mail: jfoster@scotborders.gov.uk 
URL: http;//www.scotborders.gov.uk   

During the period 2000-2002, the Local Education Authority installed internet capable networks for 
curricular purposes in all educational establishments. This was in order to comply with both local needs and 
the requirements of the UK Government National Grid for Learning Initiative. Scottish Borders Council is 
now looking to refresh the networks and services originally installed. The project involves provision of 
hardware (desktop, infrastructure and central), software and an installation and support partnership over a 
four year period, with a possibility of a further year-long extension. Scottish Borders Council currently has 
around 19 000 users on the curricular network, spread over more than 80 sites. 
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Conferences, Exhibitions & Workshops 

 
2005 
 

Association for Learning Technology Conference – ALT-C 2005 

September 6-8, 2005 - University of Manchester, UK 

http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2005 

 

The Fourth International Internet Education Conference - ICT-Learn 2005 

September 6-8, 2005 - Hilton Ramsis, Cairo, Egypt 

http://www.distant-learning.net/index.shtml 

 

TechLearn 2005 

September 25-28, 2005 - Bellagio Hotel, Las Vagas, USA 

http://show.techlearn.com/techlearn 

 

Educause 2005 

October 18-21, 2005 – Orlando, Florida, USA 

http://www.educause.edu 

 

The fourth international mobile learning conference - mLearn 2005  

October 25-28, 2005 - Cape Town, South Africa. 

www.mlearn.org.za 

 

E-Learn 2005 - World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, Healthcare, & Higher 
Education 

October 24-28, 2005 - Washington DC, USA 

http://www.aace.org/conf/eLearn/default.htm 

 

1st ePortfolio Plugfest 

October 26, 2005 – Cambridge, UK 

http://www.eife-l.org/portfolio/ep2005/plugfest  

 

3rd International ePortfolio Conference 

October 27-28, 2005 – Cambridge, UK 

http://www.eife-l.org/portfolio/ep2005  
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Learning 2005 – Elliott Masie Presents 

October 30 – November 2, 2005 – Orlando, US 

http://www.learning2005.com  

 

Open Source for Education in Europe 

November 14-15, 2005, Heerlen, The Netherlands 

http://www.openconference.net/index.php?cf=3  

 

World Summit on the Information Society 2005 

November 16-18, 2005 – Tunis, Tunisia 

http://www.itu.int/wsis  

 

Online Educa Berlin 2005 

November 30 – December 2, 2005 – Berlin, Germany 

http://www.online-educa.com  
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2006 
 

SCORM 2006 - The 2006 International Conference on SCORM 

January 17 - 19, 2006 - Tamkang University, Taipei, Taiwan 

http://ia.nknu.edu.tw/scorm2006  

 

WBE 2006 - The Fifth IASTED International Conference on Web-Based Education 

January 23-25, 2006 - Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 

http://www.iasted.org/conferences/2006/mexico/c504.htm?Edu  

 

BETT 2006 

January 11-14, 2006 – Olympia, London, UK 

http://www.bettshow.com 

 

LearnTEC 2006 

February 14-16, 2006 – Karlsruhe, Germany 

http://www.learntec.de 

 

JISC Conference 2006 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/conf2006   

 

American Education Research Associations – AERA 

April 2006 

http://www.aera.net/meeting/index.asp 

 

ITEC 2006 – Defence, Training & Simulation 

May 16-18, 2006 – ExCel, London, UK  

http://www.itec.co.uk 

 

Online Educa Madrid 2006 

May 2006 

http://www.online-educa-madrid.com/spain/index.htm  

 

International Conference on Multimedia and ICT in Education – m-ICTE2006 

June 2006 

http://www.formatex.org/micte2006 
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European Distance Education Network – EDEN 2006 

June 2006  

http://www.eden.bme.hu/contents/conferences/annual/Budapest/BudapestHome.html 

 

alt-i-lab 2006 

June 19-22, 2006 – Indianapolis, US 

http://www.imglobal.org  

 

ED Media 2006 – World conference on educational multimedia, hypermedia, and 
telecommunications 

June 26-30, 2006 – Orlando, Florida, US 
http://www.aace.org/conf/edmedia  

 

ICALT 2006 - The 6th IEEE International Conference on Advanced Learning Technologies 

July 2006 

http://lttf.ieee.org/icalt2006  

  

 

 


