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digital South Yorkshire

The programme of SIG events for 2005 gets underway on 12 April with a visit from Paris by Kimberly
Voltero, Solutions Specialist for Higher Education with Microsoft EMEA. Kimberly will be describing
their new technology developments for Microsoft’s Connected Learning Community. Kimberly is well
known to many in the city for her past work on behalf of WebCT with the IMS Global Learning
Consortium, so register early — this event will fill up fast.

On 20™ June, local companies eLoki and Ufi will be hitting Sheffield with colleagues from the TELCERT
consortium to deliver a workshop on conformance testing and the developer tools they have implemented
to help people get it right first time. The tools are all open source under MIT-style copyright, so you are
free to pick them up and use them even for commercial purposes — can’t say fairer than that!

The TELCERT workshop coincides with Alt-i-lab 2005 which will be hosted in Sheffield by digital South
Yorkshire 20"-24™ June. Alt-i-lab attracts an international audience of around 250 of the key technology
developers and decision makers in the e-Learning community around the world. With so many interesting
folks in town, watch out for further opportunities for members of the e-Learning SIG to make the most of
this opportunity.

1* March, the e-Learning SIG web site will go live at http:/wwwdigitalsy.org.uk/html/SIGs/elearning.htm
From here, you’ll be able to access the presentations from past SIG events, browse back-dated issues of the
newsletter and surf the web to links for tools and resources that might interest you.

A new activity we are considering is an e-Learning technology master-class. If you can think of an industry
expert able to deliver a technical, hands-on workshop that would benefit developers in the region, please let
us know, Who would you like to spend some time with that you wouldn’t normally get access to?

If you have comments on other topics you’d like to see covered here, or perhaps items that you would like
to submit for inclusion, then please contact the editor, Kevin Riley at

kriley(@eloki.u-net.com
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Future Events

Tuesday Topic:

April 12"
Presenter:

S5pm — 8pm

Register:

Venue:

Tel:

Expanding boundaries and evolving academic technologies to
deliver a connected learning community

Kimberly Voltero

Solutions Specialist — Higher Education
Microsoft Education Solutions Group HQ EMEA
Paris, France

http://www.digitalsy.org.uk/future-events.html

Bar Matrix

4 Charter Square
City Centre
S14HS

0114 2755722

http://ww.multimap.com/map/browse.cgi?pc=S14HS

Picture the world as an enriched free-flowing learning environment, where
learners in the classroom, on the job, and at home easily connect with each
other and with relevant information as they want it, and when they need it
— at Microsoft, we call this vision the Connected Learning Community. To
bring about this vision, technology, policy and business processes need to
adjust to create learning opportunities for today's students and tomorrow's
knowledge workers. Understanding the issues facing universities,
educators, students and community stakeholders we will glance at future
Microsoft technologies, where the educational boundaries expand as the

Connected Learning Community comes alive.
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Monday Topic:

June 20" Presenters:
Register:
dam - Ipm Venue:
Tel:
Map:

TELCERT Workshop 6: Developers Toolkit and Testing
TELCERT Consortium

http://www.digitalsy.org.uk/future-events.html

Royal Victoria Hotel
Victoria Station Road
Sheffield

S4 7YE

0870 4009068

http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/direction/emauk

The TELCERT project has developed a suite of tools to support
localization of learning technology specifications as Application Profiles, to
meet the precise needs of regional and virtual communities. These include:

e SchemaProf A tool for deriving and documenting an Application
Profile (localised schema)

e STT: produces a machine readable schema with constraints that
any conformant xml document must adhere to

e CRT: atool that can be configured for generating xml documents
(e.g. for Content Packaging, Learning Design, LIP, ...) that
conform to a localised schema

Also available are a test system for establishing conformance to a given
Application Profile and a Test Data Generator capable of producing
conformant and non-conformant test cases that can be used as test data for
tool and platform testing.

All of the above tools will be showcased with real-world examples and are
being made available as open source.
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Latest News

Adrian Snook of The Training Foundation asks “Who killed the NHSU?’

Verdict: Death by Misadventure - A combination of bad luck, lack of clear focus and unhelpful
interventions by third parties prevented NHSU management from achieving the mundane but significant
short-term 'quick wins' that would have provided little kudos for an HE institution in waiting, but could
have make a real operational difference within NHS Trusts. As a result, when NHS managers working at
the front-line were asked to evaluate what contribution NHSU had made in exchange for the estimated £50
million pounds spent to date the response was predominantly negative and in some cases scathing. To this
extent the final outcome of the review carried out by Sir William Wells was perhaps predictable.

The sad thing about the outcome of this saga is that so many major challenges still remain to be addressed.
With 1.2 million staff, the NHS spends £3bn a year on education and training but still faces a need for
constant up-skilling in relation to specialist medical knowledge and modern techniques. At the lower end of
the skills escalator, the problem is even more pressing. NHSU's annual report published in September 2004
pointed out that around 230,000 people in the NHS still lack the necessary functional literacy and numeracy
skills.

http://www.trainingfoundation.com/articles/default.asp?PageID=2079

Medical History - Vol 1 - 16 now available in PubMed Central [NLM/Wellcome/JISC project]

The Medical History Journal (Vol 1 - 16) is now available, free of charge, in PubMed Central. The
remaining volumes (1972 - to date ) will be made available online within the next 2 months. All future
issues will also be added to PubMed Central, and made freely available at the time of publication

Medical History, published by the Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at University
College London, is devoted to all aspects of the history of medicine, although its primary concern is with
the evolution of scientific and social concepts in medicine, as well as with the many disciplines such as
economics, ethnology, literature, philosophy, politics, theology, science and technology that impact upon it.

To browse the online archive go to:

http://www.pubmedcentral.gov/tocrender.fcgi?action=archive&journal=228

McGraw-Hill Education Invests in China's Leading Online Education Company

McGraw-Hill Education, a leading global provider of online and print educational solutions, today
announced an equity investment in PRCEDU Corporation, the leading online education service provider for
Chinese universities and academic institutions. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed. McGraw-Hill
Education is a division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, a global information services provider meeting
worldwide needs in the education, financial services and business information markets.

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050128/nyf057 1.html

Skills Framework for the Information Age

The SFIA Foundation (a not-for-profit, jointly owned by BCS, e-skills UK, IEE and IMIS) has initiated a
project to update the content and format of SFIA and a website has been developed for this project. Please
click on the link below to find out how you can get involved with the update.

http://sfia.textmatters.com
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Agenda for BLA Annual Conference Announced

The second annual conference of the British Learning Association (BLA) is to take place on Tuesday 26th
April 2005 at the Royal Institute of British Architects, London.

Guest speakers include Bob Fryer, National Director for Widening Participation in Learning at the NHSU,
and Mark Cummings, Senior Policy Adviser e-Learning Strategy Unit at the DfES, who will address the
opening keynote session 'Building a Learning Culture', reviewing both organisational and learners' needs in
new and demanding cultures and environments.

http://www.british-learning.com/conf2005.htm

British Chambers of Commerce Skills in Business Report

A comparison of the BCC's biggest economic survey between 1994 and 2004 has shown an increase from
29 per cent (1994) to 43 per cent (2004) in the number of employers reporting difficulties recruiting staff
with the right skills. The figures are taken from two surveys of over 6,000 businesses, conducted ten years
apart.

http://www.trainingfoundation.com/tfimages/ftp/skillstaskforce.pdf

IT Training Awards winners announced

The Institute's annual IT Training Awards for 2005 were presented at a sumptuous gala dinner held at The
Dorchester in London on 3™ February.

http://www_iitt.org.uk
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Calls for Proposals

JISC ITT: JISC/NSF Funded Digital Libraries in the Classroom Programme Evaluation and
Support Study

Submission Deadline: 13:00 hours, 10 March 2005

Further Details: http://www jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_diglib

The JISC wishes to commission an evaluation and support study to work with the JISC and US National
Science Foundation (NSF) joint Digital Libraries in the Classroom programme. The work will help to
devise metrics to measure key impacts, will support the four UK and US projects to help develop and share
evaluation methodologies, and will synthesise key achievements and lessons learned from the projects.

Funding of up to £70,000 (including VAT, travel and expenses) is available for this work. It is anticipated
that two trips to the US will be required during the lifetime of the evaluation support study. The work
should commence by Monday 4™ April 2005. The final report should be produced by Friday 7™ July 2006.

European Commission — 6™ Framework Programme

4™ Call for Proposals

Submission Deadline: 22 March 2005

Further Details: http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6

The 4™ Call for proposals under the 6™ Framework is now well underway and includes three key areas that
may be of particular interest:

1) Semantic Based Knowledge and Content Systems

Two areas in the programme have now been merged and refocused — Semantic based knowledge and cross
media content. With an indicative budget of 112 Meuro, proposals are invited to develop semantic-based,
context-based and context-aware systems to acquire, organise, personalise, share and use the knowledge
embedded in web and multimedia content:

— Add semantics
— Maximise automation of the knowledge lifecycle
— Achieve semantic interoperability of resources between heterogeneous information services
—  Exploit semantics
—  Pioneer intelligent content, which is self-describing, adaptive to context and user needs, and
exhibits a seamless interaction with surroundings and the user
2) Strengthening the Integration of the ICT research effort in an Enlarged Europe

This area has a budget of 63 Meuro in the 4™ Call. Project proposals are invited that will drive the
development of innovative and efficient ICT-based systems and services in key application areas whilst
strengthening the integration of the IST European Research Area. Projects should address one or more of
the following domains:

eLearning (ICT-based systems for teaching and learning)

—  cHealth (ICT-based eHealth systems and services)

eGovernment (ICT-based systems for delivery of key public services)

eBusiness (e-collaboration for SME clusters - B2B and B2C eB2B and B2C e--commerce)
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3) Technology Enhanced Learning
With a budget of 54 Meuro, the objectives for FP6 focus on the learning process:
— Reinforce learning as a social process through new collaborative models

—  Customise learning to individual needs - at school, work, throughout life, ubiquitously throughout
life

— Build competence - by linking organisations’ objectives and learning goals of individuals
—  Support (new) pedagogical approaches that ‘blend’ new and old ways of learning

Technologies: knowledge management, cognitive systems, integration into new services/systems, adoption
leading edge technologies to new learning systems.

European Commission — 6" Framework Programme

5™ Call for Proposals

Submission Deadline: 21 September 2005

Further Details: http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6

The 5™ Call for proposals under the 6™ Framework will open on or around 17 May 2005.
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Conferences, Exhibitions & Workshops

2005

4™ ASEM eCommerce Conference (Asia-Europe Meeting)
February 21-22, 2005 — ExCel, London, UK

http://www.asemec-london.org

4th IASTED International Conference on WEB-BASED EDUCATION
February 21 — 23, 2005 — Grindelwald, Switzerland

http://www.iasted.org/conferences/2005/switzerland/wbe.htm

ProLearn/i-Class thematic workshop on "Learning Objects in Context™
March 3-4, 2005 — Leuven, Belgium

http://www.cen-1tso.net/Users/main.aspx?Lang=eng&event=193

International Conference on Methods and Technologies for Learning - ICMTL
March 9-11, 2005 — Palermo, Italy
http://icmtl.pa.itd.cnr.it

ALT Spring conference and research seminar: Reflective learning, future thinking
Conference: 31 March 2005, Dublin Institute of Technology Research
Seminar: 1 April 2005, Trinity College Dublin

http://www.alt.ac.uk/conferences.php

JISC Conference 2005
12 April 2005 - International Convention Centre, Birmingham, UK
http://www jisc.ac.uk/conf2005

American Education Research Associations — AERA
April 12-16, 2005 — San Diego, USA

http://www.aera.net/meeting/index.asp

ITEC 2005 - Defence, Training & Simulation
April 25-26, 2005 — RAI, Amsterdam, The Netherlands

http://www.itec.co.uk
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14th International World Wide Web Conference - Workshop on Interoperability of Web-Based
Educational Systems

May 10, 2005 - Chiba, Japan

http://www.13s.de/~olmedilla/events/interoperability.html

Online Educa Madrid 2005
May 11-13, 2005 - Palacio de Congresos y Exposiciones de Madrid

http://www.online-educa-madrid.com/spain/index.htm

eLearning Conference 2005
May 19-20, 2005 — European Commission, Charlemagne Building, Brussels

http://www.elearningconference.org

3" International Conference on Multimedia and ICT in Education — m-1CTE2005
June 8-10" 2005 — Badajoz, Spain

http://www.formatex.org/micte2005

European Distance Education Network — EDEN 2005
June 20-23, 2005 - Helsinki University of Technology, Helsinki, Finland

http://www.eden.bme.hu/contents/conferences/annual/Budapest/BudapestHome.html

Alt-i-lab 2005
June 20-24, 2005 — Sheffield, UK

http://www.imglobal.org

ED Media 2005 — World conference on educational multimedia, hypermedia, and telecommunications
June 27- July 2, 2005 — Montreal, Canada

http://www.aace.org/conf/edmedia

ICALT 2005 - The 5th IEEE International Conference on Advanced Learning Technologies
July 5-8, 2005 — Kaohsiung, Taiwan
http://1ttf.ieee.org/icalt2004

Association for Learning Technology Conference — ALT-C 2005
September 6-8, 2005 - University of Manchester, UK
http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2005
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TechLearn 2005
September 25-28, 2005 - Bellagio Hotel, Las Vagas, USA
http://show.techlearn.com/techlearn

Educause 2005
October 18-21, 2005 — Orlando, Florida, USA

http://www.educause.edu

The fourth international mobile learning conference - mLearn 2005
October 25-28, 2005 - Cape Town, South Africa.

www.mlearn.org.za

E-Learn 2005 - World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, Healthcare, & Higher
Education

October 24-28, 2005 - Washington DC, USA

http://www.aace.org/conf/eLearn/default.htm

World Summit on the Information Society 2005
November 16-18, 2005 — Tunis, Tunisia

http://www.itu.int/wsis

Online Educa Berlin 2005
November 30 — December 2, 2005 — Berlin, Germany

http://www.online-educa.com

2006

BETT 2006
January 2006 — London, UK

http://www.bettshow.com

elearnexpo 2006
January 2006 — Palais des Congrés, Paris, France

http://www.elearnexpo.com

Society for Modeling and Simulation International
January 2006 - Canal Place Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA.

http://www.scs.org/westernsim
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LearnTEC 2006
February, 2005 — Karlsruhe, Germany

http://www.learntec.de
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