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New authoring software for further education and adult community learning sectors  

Tutors in the adult education sector can now get first-hand experience of creating e-learning materials as 
well as adapting pre-existing courses - thanks to a new service from The Training Foundation. Developed 
with Ufi Limited, the organisation behind e-learning providers learndirect, the free Acce- �Lerator  online 
authoring tool gives tutors a quick and simple way to create tailor-made courses for their learners. 

http://www.trainingfoundation.com/news/default.asp?PageID=2051  

 

CETIS News 

Monday 14th March: ELF Developers Forum, Oxford 

Tuesday 15th March: 9th Enterprise SIG meeting, Oxford 

http://www.cetis.ac.uk/events/event-items/20041208140641 

 

ADL News 

ADL Releases Comprehensive Examples of SCORM 2004 Data Model Usage 

http://www.adlnet.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=newsstory&newsid=200 

Workshop on SCORM Sequencing and Navigation (WoSS&N) 

http://www.adlnet.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=newsevent&eventid=353 

Plugfest 9 - Call for Papers, Call for Presentations 

http://www.adlnet.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=newsstory&newsid=199 

 

 

Research Funding Programmes 
 

eTen 

We are expecting an eTen Call around the 10th February. A Commission information day is expected 
Feb/March time. A combined workshop organised by the UK, France and Germany is currently being 
planned and will probably happen on 24 February in Lille. 

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/activities/eten/index_en.htm  

 

EU Launches Programme to Promote Digital Content Market 

Brussels -- The European Parliament has approved a new programme to encourage the development of 
multi-lingual content for innovative, online services across Europe. Dubbed eContentplus, the programme 
will have a budget of more than 149 million euro between 2005 and 2008. The Parliament said the 
programme would tackle fragmentation in the European digital content market and improve the 
accessibility and usability of geographical information, cultural content and educational material. "The 
Internet offers a unique opportunity for content companies to outgrow their so far mostly national markets," 
said EU Information Society and Media Commissioner Vivian Reding. "The eContentplus programme will 
facilitate the production and distribution of online European content, thus stimulating innovation  
and creativity." 

http://www.cordis.lu/econtent 
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UK Community 
 

Rights in Digital Environments, JISC Consultation Workshops 

Understanding copyright and intellectual property has become quite complex within the new digital 
environment of post 16 and higher education. For example issues have arisen because more people are now 
actively involved in forms of publishing enabled by the Internet and digital technology.  It is also easier 
than ever before to access information and to make perfect digital copies of information and there are 
moves to develop databases of materials that previously would not have been collected in such a way.  

The aims of the consultation workshops are to provide an update on the status of current developments in 
information strategies and gain feed back from participants to help inform the future work of the JISC.  
Participants will therefore be expected to play a full part in the discussions during the day and make 
recommendations to JISC and other organisations involved in providing advice and guidance to 
institutions. 

The workshop will run in the following locations: 

Wednesday 3 March 2005, Weetwood Hall, Otley Road, Leeds 

Tuesday 22 March 2005, Bristol, Thistle Hotel, Broad Street, Bristol 

Full details and an online booking form can be found at:  

http://www.jisclegal.ac.uk/events/jiscipr.htm                  

 

LSC launches consultation on sustainable development for the learning and skills sector  

The Learning and Skills Council today launched a consultation on its strategy for Sustainable Development 
in the learning and skills sector. 

http://www.lsc.gov.uk/National/Documents/SubjectListing/ConsultationsandResponses/Currentconsultatio
ns/sustainable_dev.htm  

 

Minister outlines future of ICT for learning  

Ruth Kelly, the new Secretary of State for Education and Skills, opened the education technology fair 
BETT with a firm message on how IT should be used to transform teaching and learning. 

http://www.dfes.gov.uk/speeches/search_detail.cfm?ID=177  

 

NHS to launch advice line on knowledge and skills framework  

An advice service will be launched on 18 January to give practical advice to NHS HR and training and 
development staff on how to implement the NHS Knowledge and Skills Framework (KSF). 

http://www.trainingfoundation.com/news/default.asp?PageID=2045  

 

Launch of Sector Skills Council for property services, housing, cleaning services and facilities 
management 

Asset Skills, the newly licensed Sector Skills Council (SSC) for the property services, housing, cleaning 
services and facilities management sectors, was officially launched last week at an event held at the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors in Westminster. 

http://www.assetskills.org/pages 
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Alt-C 2005 

The 2005 Association for Learning Technology Conference - ALT-C 2005 I billed as "Exploring the 
frontiers of e-learning - borders, outposts and migration". The conference will be at the University of 
Manchester between 6 - 8 September 2005 and the conference web site is now live at  

http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2005 

The closing date for receipt of abstracts for short papers, workshops, symposia, demonstrations, and 
posters: 28 February 2005 

 

International 
 

ALT Spring conference and research seminar: Reflective learning, future thinking 

Conference: 31 March 2005, Dublin Institute of Technology Research 

Seminar: 1 April 2005, Trinity College Dublin 

In association with SURF (www.surf.nl) and ILTA (www.ilta.net). 
Sponsored by JISC (www.jisc.ac.uk), Dublin Institute of Technology and Trinity College Dublin. 

Speakers include: Lorraine Stefani (Auckland University, New Zealand), Sarah Porter (JISC), John Cook 
(LTRI, London Metropolitan University), Allison Littlejohn and Lou McGill (University of Strathclyde), 
Alex Kemps and Marcel Kemper (INHOLLAND University), Vinnie Wade (Trinity College Dublin), 
Wijnand Aalderink (Windesheim UPE). 

The conference will cover: 

* e-portfolios and lifelong learning records 
* personal development planning and diploma supplements 
* digital repositories and archives 
* ubiquitous computing and informal learning 

There will be plenary sessions and discussion workshops to allow plenty of time for reflection on the key 
issues. Places will be limited. Booking deadline: 17 March. 

Booking form and full details available at http://www.alt.ac.uk/conferences.php 

 

Open Source Group Sets Up European-Patent Task Force 

Brussels -- The Open Source Consortium (OSC) announced on Tuesday that it has set up a Task Force to 
investigate the European Patent law's potential impact on Open Source technology and provide a cohesive 
response to the current debate. "There has been a great deal of noise recently about the IP and Patent Law 
issues on both sides of the Atlantic," said OSC Executive Director Mark Taylor. "However, the most 
pressing issue is the prospect of a change in current European law." While there is fairly strong support for 
protection of IP rights among the OSC's constituents, many believe that strong European patent laws, far 
from protecting innovators, will hurt Open Source development and entangle the market in years of 
litigation, Taylor said. Members of the OSC's Task Force have been drawn from industry, government and 
the Open Source community across Europe. 

http://www.opensourceconsortium.org 

 

TechLearn 2005 Set for Las Vegas 

Advanstar Technology Group announced that this year's TechLearn Conference will be held at the Bellagio 
Hotel in Las Vegas, September 25-28, 2005. 

http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050110/105634_1.html  
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WBT Systems and Innovatia  

WBT Systems and Innovatia, a wholly owned subsidiary of Aliant, Atlantic Canada's leading information 
and communications technology provider have formed a mutual, North American partnership agreement. 
Under the terms of the agreement, both companies can now offer each other's products and services.   

http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050125/255467_1.html  

 

Harvard Business School 

Harvard Business School Publishing (HBSP) eLearning announced the availability of Harvard 
ManageMentor PLUS version 3 which delivers expanded just-in-time performance support in 37 key 
management areas, such as budgeting, capitalizing on change, leading a team, making a presentation, 
negotiating, and setting goals. The new version also introduces 24 new tools to increase the application of 
these topics.   

http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050110/105026_2.html 
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Calls for Proposals  
 
DTI – The Technology Programme: Design, Simulation & Modelling 

Registration Deadline: 31st January 2005 

Submission Deadline: 7th February 2005 

Further Details:  www.dti.gov.uk/technologyprogramme  

Design, Simulation and Modelling are powerful tools that allow designers and developers to envisage new 
systems, products and services, and facilitate their better design, engineering, manufacture, operation use 
and end-of-life recycling. 

An indicative £17m has been allocated in this competition to support a broad-ranging portfolio of 
Collaborative Research and Development projects. 

Design, Simulation and Modelling provide the capabilities to represent physical or virtual environments for 
scientific, engineering or business purposes as well as in the creative industries for multimedia and 
entertainment. In computational engineering and manufacturing process, designs and models, usually 
computer based, represent the physical process, which can then be simulated through computational 
algorithms. Simulation facilitates and increasingly replaces physical experimentation and thereby reduces 
costs and shortens timescales associated with testing and trials. It can lower the level of risk and helps 
ensure greater safety and reliability. It also facilitates creation, capture, storage, and reuse of knowledge 
and capability in support of new engineering, manufacturing business concepts. In the creative and media 
industries Design, Simulation and Modelling is sometimes used to provide more realistic, personalised, 
responsive even cognitive, interactive environments. This includes the creation of believable characters in 
dynamic real-time higher fidelity environments perhaps through fast rendering algorithms and “intelligent” 
techniques. Examples include complex modelling used in games and animation, architectural models or 
business propositions with possible spill-over opportunities in other areas such as medical applications or 
simulation for e-learning or training. 

 

 

 

E-Learning Framework and Tools Strand: Demonstrator Projects  

Submission Deadline: 1300 hours on 8 February 2005  

Further Details:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_demonstratorprojects  

JISC invites proposals to trial (that is install, test, demonstrate and evaluate) the use of one or more of the 
e-Learning Framework (ELF) toolkits to integrate two or more existing e-learning applications or to 
enhance the functionality of an existing e-learning application. 

A total of £300,000 is available for this work.  As a general guideline it is anticipated that most projects 
will be awarded funding of between £10,000 and £30,000 depending on the extent and complexity of the 
work involved.  
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E-Learning Framework and Tools Strand: Toolkits  

Submission Deadline: 1300 hours on 9 February 2005  

Further Details:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_toolkits  

JISC invites proposals to produce software development kits (known as ELF Toolkits) that enable 
developers to create applications that ‘Provide Services’ and ‘Consume Services’ as defined within the e-
Learning Framework. This is the second call for ELF toolkit development projects and will focus on the 
services identified in the Learning Domain Services layer of the e-Learning Framework  

A total of £200,000 is available for this work and as a general guideline it is anticipated that most projects 
will be awarded funding of between £30,000 and £50,000 depending on the extent and complexity of the 
work involved.  

 

 

E-Learning and Pedagogy Strand: Evaluation of tools used in ‘designing for learning’.  

Submission Deadline: 1300 hours on 10 February 2005  

Further Details:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_dltooleval  

JISC invites tenders from individuals and teams with suitable expertise to carry out an evaluation study 
under the e-Learning and Pedagogy strand of the JISC e-Learning Development Programme 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning_pedagogy.html  

This study will investigate tools in use by practitioners in UK further, higher and continuing/adult and 
community education to support the process of ‘designing for learning’.  

Up to £60,000 (including VAT and expenses) is available, and may be awarded to a single project covering 
a range of relevant tools, or to a number of smaller projects looking at specific tools 

 

 

JISC ITT: JISC Technology Observatory 

Submission Deadline: 13:00, 14 February 2005 

Further Details:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_techobservatory  

The JISC is seeking to establish a Technology Observatory for UK Further and Higher Education.  

The Technology Observatory will provide JISC with an overview of the technological environment. The 
Observatory will be a resource for both the JISC and its wider community in providing an efficient and cost 
effective way for the JISC community to keep abreast of developments in emerging technologies and 
standards and the implications of these developments for policy and strategy. 

The Summary Description for the Service at the URL below is intended to inform candidates wishing to 
submit a ‘Request to Participate’ for this service. Requests to Participate must be received by 13:00 hours 
GMT on Monday 14th February 2005. It is envisaged that the full Invitation to Tender for the Service will 
be distributed to successful candidates by Friday 25th February 2005. 
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Knowledge Management System – Ireland 

Submission Deadline: 15 February 2005 

Further Details:  eTenders Web Site at Search/Search_Switch.aspx?ID=8407. 

The Health and Safety Authority wish to receive information on available  
knowledge management systems and suppliers. The Authority is in the process  
of developing a customer contact centre and supporting systems. The  
Authority will need to implement a system for the storage and retrieval of  
health and safety information. 

 

 

European Commission – 6th Framework Programme 

4th Call for Proposals  

Submission Deadline: 22 March 2005  

Further Details:  http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6   

The 4th Call for proposals under the 6th Framework is now well underway and includes three key areas that 
may be of particular interest: 

1) Semantic Based Knowledge and Content Systems 

Two areas in the programme have now been merged and refocused – Semantic based knowledge and cross 
media content. With an indicative budget of 112 Meuro, proposals are invited to develop semantic-based, 
context-based and context-aware systems to acquire, organise, personalise, share and use the knowledge 
embedded in web and multimedia content:  

– Add semantics  

– Maximise automation of the knowledge lifecycle  

– Achieve semantic interoperability of resources between heterogeneous information services  

– Exploit semantics  

– Pioneer intelligent content, which is self-describing, adaptive to context and user needs, and 
exhibits a seamless interaction with surroundings and the user  

 
2) Strengthening the Integration of the ICT research effort in an Enlarged Europe  

This area has a budget of 63 Meuro in the 4th Call. Project proposals are invited that will drive the 
development of innovative and efficient ICT-based systems and services in key application areas whilst 
strengthening the integration of the IST European Research Area. Projects should address one or more of 
the following domains: 

– eLearning (ICT-based systems for teaching and learning)  

– eHealth (ICT-based eHealth systems and services)  

– eGovernment (ICT-based systems for delivery of key public services)  

– eBusiness (e-collaboration for SME clusters - B2B and B2C eB2B and B2C e--commerce)  

 

3) Technology Enhanced Learning 

With a budget of 54 Meuro, the objectives for FP6 focus on the learning process: 

– Reinforce learning as a social process through new collaborative models 
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– Customise learning to individual needs - at school, work, throughout life, ubiquitously throughout 
life 

– Build competence - by linking organisations’ objectives and learning goals of individuals 

– Support (new) pedagogical approaches that ‘blend’ new and old ways of learning   

Technologies: knowledge management, cognitive systems, integration into new services/systems, adoption 
leading edge technologies to new learning systems.   
 
 
European Commission – 6th Framework Programme 

5th Call for Proposals  

Submission Deadline: 21 September 2005  

Further Details:  http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/fp6   

 

The 5th Call for proposals under the 6th Framework will open on or around 17 May 2005.  
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Conferences, Exhibitions & Workshops 
 

2005 
 

LearnTEC 2005 

February 15-18, 2005 – Karlsruhe, Germany 

http://www.learntec.de 

 

4th ASEM eCommerce Conference (Asia-Europe Meeting) 

February 21-22, 2005 – ExCel, London, UK 

http://www.asemec-london.org  

 

4th IASTED International Conference on WEB-BASED EDUCATION 

February 21 – 23, 2005 – Grindelwald, Switzerland 

http://www.iasted.org/conferences/2005/switzerland/wbe.htm 

 

ALT Spring conference and research seminar: Reflective learning, future thinking 

Conference: 31 March 2005, Dublin Institute of Technology Research 

Seminar: 1 April 2005, Trinity College Dublin 

http://www.alt.ac.uk/conferences.php 

 

ProLearn/i-Class thematic workshop on "Learning Objects in Context" 

March 3-4, 2005 – Leuven, Belgium 

http://www.cen-ltso.net/Users/main.aspx?Lang=eng&event=193  

 

International Conference on Methods and Technologies for Learning – ICMTL 

March 9-11, 2005 – Palermo, Italy 

http://icmtl.pa.itd.cnr.it 

 

JISC Conference 2005 

12 April 2005 - International Convention Centre, Birmingham, UK 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/conf2005  

 

American Education Research Associations – AERA 

April 12-16, 2005 – San Diego, USA 

http://www.aera.net/meeting/index.asp 
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ITEC 2005 – Defence, Training & Simulation 

April 25-26, 2005 – RAI, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

http://www.itec.co.uk 

 
14th International World Wide Web Conference - Workshop on Interoperability of Web-Based 
Educational Systems  

May 10, 2005 - Chiba, Japan  

http://www.l3s.de/~olmedilla/events/interoperability.html 
 
Online Educa Madrid 2005 

May 11-13, 2005 - Palacio de Congresos y Exposiciones de Madrid 

http://www.online-educa-madrid.com/spain/index.htm  

 

3rd International Conference on Multimedia and ICT in Education – m-ICTE2005 

June 8-10th 2005 – Badajoz, Spain  

http://www.formatex.org/micte2005 

 

European Distance Education Network – EDEN 2005 

June 20-23, 2005 - Helsinki University of Technology, Helsinki, Finland 

http://www.eden.bme.hu/contents/conferences/annual/Budapest/BudapestHome.html 

 

Alt-i-lab 2005 

June 20-24, 2005 – Sheffield, UK 

http://www.imglobal.org  

 

ED Media 2005 – World conference on educational multimedia, hypermedia, and telecommunications 

June 27- July 2, 2005 – Montreal, Canada 
http://www.aace.org/conf/edmedia  

 

ICALT 2005 - The 5th IEEE International Conference on Advanced Learning Technologies 

July 5-8, 2005 – Kaohsiung, Taiwan 

http://lttf.ieee.org/icalt2004  

  

Association for Learning Technology Conference – ALT-C 2005 

September 6-8, 2005 - University of Manchester, UK 

http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2005 
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TechLearn 2005 

September 25-28, 2005 - Bellagio Hotel, Las Vagas, USA 

http://show.techlearn.com/techlearn 

 

Educause 2005 

October 18-21, 2005 – Orlando, Florida, USA 

http://www.educause.edu 

 

The fourth international mobile learning conference - mLearn 2005  

October 25-28, 2005 - Cape Town, South Africa. 

www.mlearn.org.za 

 

E-Learn 2005 - World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, Healthcare, & Higher 
Education 

October 24-28, 2005 - Washington DC, USA 

http://www.aace.org/conf/eLearn/default.htm 

 

World Summit on the Information Society 2005 

November 16-18, 2005 – Tunis, Tunisia 

http://www.itu.int/wsis  

 

Online Educa Berlin 2005 

November 30 – December 2, 2005 – Berlin, Germany 

http://www.online-educa.com  

 

2006 
BETT 2006 

January 2006 – London, UK 

http://www.bettshow.com 

 

elearnexpo 2006 

January 2006 – Palais des Congrès, Paris, France 

http://www.elearnexpo.com 

 

Society for Modeling and Simulation International 

January 2006 - Canal Place Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. 

http://www.scs.org/westernsim 


