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Digital South Yorkshire

The Creative & Digital Industries communities in South Yorkshire now have their own, member-based
organisation via which they can network, collaborate on practical activities to promote their respective
interests and lobby for business support measures that will help them achieve their full potential.
Information on Digital South Yorkshire (d-SY) can be found at http://www.digitalsy.org.uk

The d-SY holds regular members’ meetings to discuss and agree direction and runs workshops on topics of
interest to the members. d-SY is also rolling out a programme of special interest group activities reflecting
clusters of interest in the region. The initial clutch of SIGs cover topics as diverse as e-Learning, GRID
technology and Open Source Software, with others in prospect on topics such as mobile communications.

Joining d-SY couldn’t be simpler. Just go to the website and register as an associate. There’s no fee and
once registered you will be kept informed of future events. We also welcome non-members to SIG events
and workshops, so if you have a colleague that might want to dip into an event, they too are free to sign up
to attend via the website.

d-SY also has a budget to support members in attending conferences and workshops elsewhere in the UK
or even internationally. This trial service will be offered on a first-come, first-served basis and will
generally cover up to 50% of travel and accommodation costs. Enquiries should be directed to Mark

Sanderson at mark@digitalsy.org.uk

Note: applications should be submitted prior to travelling and reimbursement will be made retrospectively
upon production of valid receipts.

This is the first monthly newsletter for the e-Learning SIG. We hope you find it useful and of interest. If
you have comments on other topics you’d like to see covered here, or perhaps items that you would like to
submit for inclusion, then please contact the editor, Kevin Riley at kriley@eloki.u-net.com
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Forthcoming e-Learning SIG Events

October Topic: e-Learning at the NHS University
Thursday 14" Presenter: Brian Sutton and/or Dick Hill, NHSU
Spm — 8pm Venue:  To be confirmed

With over 1 million employees spread throughout the UK, empirically-based changing practice in
healthcare and an increasing dependency on state-of-the-art technology for new treatments, the NHS has
an ongoing training need matched by few organisations around the world.

Come and find out how the NHSU is exploiting e-Learning in meeting this need.

Register: http://www.digitalsy.org.uk/future-events.html

November Topic: Java Education & Learning Community
Monday 15" Presenter: Julia.von.Klonowski, Sun Microsystems
Spm — 8pm Venue:  To be confirmed

Sun Microsystems has recently launched the Java Education & Learning Community (JELC). This
initiative has already (as of 1st Sep) attracted 138 projects and nearly 1,000 individuals from around the
world. The community are supported by a portal at

http://community.java.net/edu-jelc

The focus is on development of open source educational tools, open learning standards implementations
and open course learning materials.

Come and find out more about the aspirations of the JELC, how you an participate and how you an
exploit the outputs.

Register: http://www.digitalsy.org.uk/future-events.html

News Highlights

QTI Implementation

Respondus Inc., a leading developer of authoring tools for e-learning, announces the release of StudyMate
1.0. StudyMate lets instructors create nine Flash-based games and learning activities using three simple
templates. The activities can be used with any web server or published directly to leading course
management systems, including Blackboard and WebCT. Flash activities are easily authored in StudyMate
and existing materials can be imported from MS Word, the IMS QTI standard, and other formats.
http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/09-21-
2004/0002255863& EDATE=

Accessibility for All
The IMS Global Learning Consortium has released the following documents to enable support for
accessibility in tools and applications:

e  Access for All Meta-data specification

e Learner Information Package Accessibility for LIP specification

¢  Guidelines for Developing Accessible Learning Applications white paper
http://www.imsproject.org/accessibility/index.cfm

University of Wisconsin team creates learning games
Not exactly hot off the press, but perhaps of interest to e-Learning and gaming companies in the region.
http://www.wistechnology.com/article.php?id=958
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And now, it’s the top ten ...

Donald Clark, CEO of the Epic Group has published a compilation of twenty ‘Top Ten’ lists relating to the
use and implementation of e-Learning. An interesting snapshot of the present state of the industry.
http://www.epic.co.uk/content/resources/white_papers/top10s.htm

Nurse Training
US Nursing Schools using Horizon Wimba OpenCampus virtual classroom
http://www.horizonwimba.com/horizon/about/press_detail.php?id=53

Enterprise Services
The IMS Global Learning Consortium has released two versions of its Enterprise Services specification.
Both build on the IMS Abstract Framework [http://www.imsproject.org/af/index.cfm]. Version 1 covers the
familiar synchronous services, whilst version 2 (public draft for comment) addresses the more reent
asynchronous service model.

e Enterprise Services — Version 1 specification

e Enterprise Services - Version 2 Public Draft specification
http://www.imsproject.org/es/index.cfm

Skillsoft revenue rise

The Company reported total revenue of $50.6 million for the quarter ended July 31, 2004, the second
quarter of the fiscal year ending January 31, 2005 (fiscal 2005), which represented a 12% increase over the
$45.1 million reported in the fiscal 2004 second quarter. Gross margin was 90% for its fiscal 2005 second
quarter compared to 91% for its fiscal 2004 second quarter.
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/040901/nyw105_1.html

Learning content is just content

Pathlore has also joined EMC Corporation’s Independent Software Vendor (ISV) Alliance Program. EMC
is the world leader in information storage and management. As a result of the alliance, Pathlore will resell
the industry-leading EMC Documentum Enterprise Content Management platform and deliver an
integrated enterprise content management and learning management system.
http://www.pathlore.com/news/detail.asp?numID=121

Freie Universitat Berlin

Blackboard has announced that the Freie Universitat Berlin, one of

Germany's largest and most revered university systems, has signed an agreement

to adopt the Blackboard Academic Suite(TM) for its campus-wide e-Learning

initiative. The decision follows an in-depth, two-year evaluation of

competitive e-Learning platforms by FU Berlin.
http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl? ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/09-16-
2004/0002251448&EDATE=

JISC Invitation to tender

Supporting Further Education (FE) - Development of FE Collections Exemplars

Deadline for Proposals: 15 October 2004, 12:00 PM

This Invitation to Tender invites proposals to develop Web /CD-ROM delivered FE specific support
materials highlighting the JISC Collections to specific FE subject areas.

Funding of up to £100,000 (plus VAT) is available for this work.

http://www jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=funding_collections exemplars

National Employers Skills Survey 2003

This week the Learning and Skills council published the results of the the National Employers Skill Survey
2003, the largest survey of its kind ever undertaken in England.
http://www.lsc.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/edeg3zp5t4t3rogvxrh2pivxtkr7adgvtgdpxv2IngzSrpgyw433q7qaveyu
33yci202omcqS5cdmnl/LSCNESSdocument.pdf
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Conferences, Exhibitions & Workshops

TELCERT Workshop — Testing Implementations of the European Diploma Supplement
October 5, 2004 — University of Koblenz-Landau, Germany
http://www.uni-koblenz-landau.de/aktuell/archiv/eds-workshop04.html

Educause 2004
October 19-22, 2004 — Denver, USA
http://www.educause.edu

E-Learn 2004 - World Conference on E-Learning in Corporate, Government, Healthcare, & Higher
Education

November 1-5, 2004 - Washington DC, USA

http://www.aace.org/conf/el earn/default.htm

TELCERT Workshop — Test System Design & Business Model
November 10, 2004 — Open University, Milton Keynes
t.b.c.

TechLearn 2004
November 14-17, 2004 — New York, USA
http://show.techlearn.com/techlearn

Online Educa 2004
December 1-3, 2004 — Berlin, Germany
http://www.online-educa.com

BETT 2005
January, 2005 — London, UK
http://www.bettshow.com

LearnTEC 2005
February, 2005 — Karlsruhe, Germany
http://www.learntec.de

American Education Research Associations — AERA
April 12-16, 2005 - San Diego, USA
http://www.aera.net/meeting/index.asp

ITEC 2005 — Defence, Training & Simulation
http://www.itec.co.uk

Boundaryless Information Flow 2005
http://www.opengroup.org

Online Educa Madrid 2005
Palacio de Congresos y Exposiciones de Madrid
http://www.online-educa-madrid.com/spain/index.htm

European Distance Education Network — EDEN 2005
http://www.eden.bme.hu/contents/conferences/annual/Budapest/BudapestHome.html

ED Media 2005 — World conference on educational multimedia, hypermedia, and telecommunications
http://www.aace.org/conf/edmedia

d-SY e-Learning SIG © Digital South Yorkshire 2004


http://www.uni-koblenz-landau.de/aktuell/archiv/eds-workshop04.html
http://www.educause.edu
http://www.aace.org/conf/eLearn/default.htm
http://show.techlearn.com/techlearn
http://www.online-educa.com
http://www.bettshow.com
http://www.learntec.de
http://www.aera.net/meeting/index.asp
http://www.itec.co.uk
http://www.opengroup.org
http://www.online-educa-madrid.com/spain/index.htm
http://www.eden.bme.hu/contents/conferences/annual/Budapest/BudapestHome.html
http://www.aace.org/conf/edmedia

d-SY e-Learning SIG Newsletter Issue No: 1, September 2004

iCEER 2005 - International Conference on Engineering Education and Research Progress Through
Partnership
http://www.fs.vsb.cz/akce/2004/iceer/index.htm

ITS 2005 - International Conference on Intelligent Tutoring Systems
http://www.itsconference.org/2004

ICALT 2005 - The 5th IEEE International Conference on Advanced Learning Technologies
http:/Ittf.ieee.org/icalt2004

ALT-C 2005
http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2005
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